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MINIMAL
BREAK
SLIDES

Pediatric AAC Intervention: 
Ideas for Facilitating 

Multimodal Communication

1

Time Ordered Agenda
• 0-5 Minutes: Intro, Disclosures, Learning Objectives 

• 5-10 Minutes: The Why of Multimodal Communication 

• 10-25 Minutes: Intervention Strategies for Facilitating Multimodal 
Communication

• 25-30 Minutes: Conclusion and Q&A
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Disclosures
Financial:
• Will receive an honorarium from MedSLP

Collective for this presentation 

• Paid full-time employee at Forbes AAC 

(Educational Program Developer)

• Receives payment from the Medical SLP 

Collective as a mentor

Non-financial:
• Member of ASHA, MSHA, and ISSAC

Katie Threlkeld, M.S., CCC-SLP

Image created and shared with 
permission by the owner
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Learner 
Objectives
• After watching this 
presentation, the participant 
will be able to:

• Define multimodal 
communication and how it 
is relevant to AAC 
intervention. 

• Describe three AAC 
intervention strategies for 
the pediatric population. 

Stock image used with permissions included in licensed PowerPoint software
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Sources
• To ensure that this presentation is up-to-

date, information was collected from the 

the sources cited in November 2022. 

• Therapy ideas and treatment suggestions 

were created Katie Threlkeld using the 

evidence presented here along with their 

clinical experience and expertise.

Image created and shared with 
permission by the owner
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Which type of AAC is “best”?
• The answer is NONE! 

• There is no “right” or “wrong” form of communication

• Most users are going to use the form of communication that is 
quickest to access and is most effective

• This typically involves multimodal communication 
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Multimodal Communication
• All the different ways we communicate with each other –

communication is a multimodal process for AAC users 

• AAC users will often use the fastest and most efficient means of 
communication available to them in the moment

All methods of communication should be acknowledged and 
responded to
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Multimodal Communication
• Rely on several different modes to communicate

• This includes both unaided and aided communication

• And remember, with multimodal communication it is not just for 
expression – it can be used for comprehension too

Goal: MAXIMIZE COMMUNICATION without forcing one modality 
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Areas of focus in 
AAC intervention 
(ASHA, n.d.)

• Improve functional 

communication

• Increase language skills

• Improve speech production and 

comprehensibility with the use of 

multiple modalities

• Decrease challenging behavior 

• Improve social communication 
Stock image used with permissions included in licensed PowerPoint 

software
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Strategies for 
Facilitating 
Multimodal 

Communication:

Modeling

Say it as you show it

How we use AAC to teach 

AAC 
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Using it in Practice
• Strategy: Modeling

• Case Study: 3yom with dx of CAS, using SGD at single word level + 
word approximations

• In Practice: Modeling one step above the AAC learner’s current skill 
level 
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Strategies for 
Facilitating 
Multimodal 

Communication:

Teach, don’t Test 

Teach without 

expectations

Model in engaging, 

meaningful ways 
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Using it in Practice
• Strategy: Teach, don’t test 

• Case Study: 4yom with dx of ASD, currently uses PECS, just 
recently received his SGD 

• In Practice: Modeling use of SGD in highly motivating activity for a 
variety of communicative functions 
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Strategies for 
Facilitating 
Multimodal 

Communication:

Explicit Instruction

Highly structured and uses 

repeated trials 

Used when natural cues 

are not enough
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Using it in Practice
• Strategy: Explicit Instruction 

• Case Study: 7yom w/ ASD and HL, currently uses signs for more/all 
done or simple gestures 

• In Practice: Use of this strategy in initial AAC evaluation 
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Strategies for 
Facilitating 
Multimodal 

Communication:

Strategy Instruction
(Light & Binger, 1998)

Identify the strategy or skill to 
be taught 

Explain the strategy/skill to 

the AAC user

Demonstrate the strategy/skill

Provide opportunities to use 
the strategy/skill
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Using it in Practice
• Strategy: Strategy Instruction 

• Case Study: 12 yom with a dx of rare genetic syndrome, 
homeschooled for many years, referred to outpatient ST for the 
first time 

• In Practice: identified skill to be taught, explained strategy, provide 
opportunities to use strategy in functional activities 
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Strategies for 
Facilitating 
Multimodal 

Communication:

Core Vocab Approach

The approximately 200 

words that make up 80% 

of an individual’s spoken 

language (e.g., Fried-Oken & More, 

1992; Robillard, et al., 2014; Trembath, et 

al., 2007)
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Using it in Practice
• Strategy: Core vocabulary approach 

• Case Study: 3 yof w/ quadriplegia spastic cerebral palsy utilizing an 
eye gaze AAC SGD, navigates ind for some requesting 

• In Practice: Using core word approach to expand single word 
utterances 
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Conclusion and 
Questions:

• Acknowledge, respond to, and 
respect ALL forms of 
communication 

• Use strategies to facilitate 
language acquisition and 
maximize an individual’s 
communication abilities

• Questions?  

Stock image used with permissions included in licensed PowerPoint 
software
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